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e Mailing completed ballots to election officials: To allow enough time for ballots to be
returned to election officials, domestic voters should generally mail their completed ballots at
least one week before the state’s due date. In states that require mail-in ballots to be both
postmarked by Election Day and received by election officials by a specific date that is one
week or more after Election Day, voters may generally mail their ballot on or before Election
Day. However, voters who mail in their ballots on Election Day must be aware of the posted
collection times on collection boxes and at the Postal Service's retail facilities, and that
ballots entered after the last posted collection time on a given day will not be postmarked
until the following business day.

Under our reading of your state’s election laws, as in effect on July 27, 2020, ballots are generally
mailed to eligible voters no later than 18 days before Election Day, which should allow sufficient time
for voters to receive, complete, and return such ballots by the state’s deadline. However, certain
state-law requirements and deadlines concerning voters who become eligible or who update their
registration information after that initial mailing date may be incompatible with the Postal Service's
delivery standards and the recommended timeframe noted above. As a result, to the extent that the
mail is used to transmit ballots to and from these voters, there is a risk that, at least in certain
circumstances, ballots may be sent to voters in a manner that is consistent with your election rules
and returned promptly, and yet not be returned in time to be counted.

Specifically, it appears that a completed ballot must be postmarked by Election Day and received 21
days after the November general election. If that understanding is correct, voters who choose to
mail their ballots may do so on or before Tuesday, November 3. However, it further appears that
state law generally permits voters to register or change their registration information as late as 8
days before the election, and that there is not a specific time period by which election officials must
thereafter transmit a ballot to the voter. If a voter registers or changes his or her registration
information at or near that deadline, and if the election official transmits the ballot to the voter by mail
too late after the request, there is a risk that the voter will not receive the ballot before Election Day
or have sufficient time to complete and mail the completed ballot back to election officials in time to
satisfy the state’s postmarking deadline.

To be clear, the Postal Service is not purporting to definitively interpret the requirements of your
state's election laws, and also is not recommending that such laws be changed to accommodate the
Postal Service's delivery standards. By the same token, however, the Postal Service cannot adjust
its delivery standards to accommodate the requirements of state election law. For this reason, the
Postal Service asks that election officials keep the Postal Service's delivery standards and
recommendations in mind when making decisions as to the appropriate means used to send a piece
of Election Mail to voters, and when informing voters how to successfully participate in an election
where they choose to use the mail. Itis particularly important that voters be made aware of the
transit times for mail (including mail-in ballots) so that they can make informed decisions about when
to update their registration information and whether and when to mail a completed ballot back to
election officials.

We remain committed to sustaining the mail as a secure, efficient, and effective means to allow
citizens to participate in the electoral process when election officials determine to utilize the mail as a
part of their election system. Ensuring that you have an understanding of our operational capabilities
and recommended timelines, and can educate voters accordingly, is important to achieving a
successful election season. Please reach out to your assigned election mail coordinator to discuss
the logistics of your mailings and the services that are available as well as any questions you may
have. A list of election mail coordinators may be found on our website at:

https:/labout. usps.com/election-mail/politicalelection-mail-coordinators. pdf.
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e Mailing completed ballots to election officials: To allow enough time for ballots to be
returned to election officials, domestic voters should generally mail their completed ballots at
least one week before the state’s due date. In states that require mail-in ballots to be both
postmarked by Election Day and received by election officials by a specific date that is one
week or more after Election Day, voters may generally mail their ballot on or before Election
Day. However, voters who mail in their ballots on Election Day must be aware of the posted
collection times on collection boxes and at the Postal Service's retail facilities, and that
ballots entered after the last posted collection time on a given day will not be postmarked
until the following business day.

Under our reading of your state’s election laws, as in effect on July 27, 2020, ballots are generally
mailed to eligible voters beginning no later than 29 days before Election Day, which should allow
sufficient time for voters to receive, complete, and return such ballots by the state’s deadline.
However, certain state-law requirements and deadlines concerning new residents who register to
vote after that initial mailing date appear to be incompatible with the Postal Service's delivery
standards and the recommended timeframe noted above. As a result, to the extent that the mail is
used to transmit ballots to and from these voters, there is a significant risk that, at least in certain
circumstances, ballots may be sent to voters in a manner that is consistent with your election rules
and returned promptly, and yet not be returned in time to be counted.

Specifically, it appears that a completed ballot must be postmarked by Election Day and received 17
days after the November general election. If that understanding is correct, voters who choose to
mail their ballots may do so on or before Tuesday, November 3. However, it further appears that
state law generally permits new residents to register as late as 7 days before the election and that
election officials thereafter have 5 days to transmit a ballot to the voter. If a voter registers at or near
that deadline, and if the election official transmits the ballot to the voter by mail several days later,
there is a significant risk that the ballot will not reach the voter before Election Day, and accordingly
that the voter will not be able to use the ballot to cast his or her vote. A similar risk would be present
for any other individual who is allowed to register or update their registration information after the
state's reqular registration deadline.

To be clear, the Postal Service is not purporting to definitively interpret the requirements of your
state’s election laws, and also is not recommending that such laws be changed to accommodate the
Postal Service's delivery standards. By the same token, however, the Postal Service cannot adjust
its delivery standards to accommodate the requirements of state election law. For this reason, the
Postal Service asks that election officials keep the Postal Service's delivery standards and
recommendations in mind when making decisions as to the appropriate means used to send a piece
of Election Mail to voters, and when informing voters how to successfully participate in an election
where they choose to use the mail. Itis particularly important that voters be made aware of the
transit times for mail (including mail-in ballots) so that they can make informed decisions about when
to update their registration information and whether and when to mail a completed ballot back to
election officials.

We remain committed to sustaining the mail as a secure, efficient, and effective means to allow
citizens to participate in the electoral process when election officials determine to utilize the mail as a
part of their election system. Ensuring that you have an understanding of our operational capabilities
and recommended timelines, and can educate voters accordingly, is important to achieving a
successful election season. Please reach out to your assigned election mail coordinator to discuss
the logistics of your mailings and the services that are available as well as any questions you may
have. A list of election mail coordinators may be found on our website at:
https://about.usps.com/election-mail/politicalelection-mail-coordinators. pdf.
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¢ Mailing completed ballots to election officials: To allow enough time for ballots to be
returned to election officials, domestic voters should generally mail their completed ballots at
least one week before the state's due date. In states that allow mail-in ballots to be counted
if they are both postmarked by Election Day and received by election officials by a specific
date that is less than a week after Election Day, voters should mail their ballots at least one
week before they must be received by election officials. So, for example, if state law
requires a mail-in ballot to be postmarked by Tuesday, November 3, and received by
Sunday, November 8, voters should mail their ballot by Saturday, October 31, to allow
enough time for the ballots to be delivered by November 8. Voters must also be aware of
the posted collection times on collection boxes and at the Postal Service's retail facilities and
that ballots entered after the last posted collection time on a given day will not be
postmarked until the following business day.

Under our reading of your state's election laws, as in effect on July 27, 2020, certain state-law
requirements and deadlines appear to be incompatible with the Postal Service'’s delivery standards
and the recommended timeframe noted above. As a result, to the extent that the mail is used to
transmit ballots to and from voters, there is a significant risk that, at least in certain circumstances,
ballots may be requested in a manner that is consistent with your election rules and returned
promptly, and yet not be returned in time to be counted.

Specifically, it appears that a completed ballot must be postmarked by Election Day and received by
election officials no later than 5 days after the election, or Sunday, November 8. Because there is no
mail collection or delivery on Sundays, this would effectively mean that a mailed ballot must be
delivered to election officials by Saturday, November 7, to be counted. This in turn means that, as
noted above, voters who choose to mail their ballots should do so no later than Saturday, October
31. However, it further appears that state law also generally permits voters to apply for a ballot so
long as the request is postmarked by Election Day. Assuming that this understanding is correct,
there are circumstances in which a requested ballot would not reach the voter before Election Day.
Even if a voter submits a request before the ballot-request deadline and the ballot is transmitted to
the voter by mail, there is a significant risk that the voter will not have sufficient time to complete the
ballot and mail it back to election officials in time for it to arrive by the state's return deadline. Also,
please note that, given the delivery standards for First-Class Mail, there is a risk that completed
ballots postmarked on or near Election Day may not be delivered in time to meet the state’s receipt
deadline of November 8. Again, to satisfy that deadline, completed ballots from voters should be in
the mail no later than Saturday, October 31.

To be clear, the Postal Service is not purporting to definitively interpret the requirements of your
state's election laws, and also is not recommending that such laws be changed to accommodate the
Postal Service's delivery standards. By the same token, however, the Postal Service cannot adjust
its delivery standards to accommodate the requirements of state election law. For this reason, the
Postal Service asks that election officials keep the Postal Service's delivery standards and
recommendations in mind when making decisions as to the appropriate means used to send a piece
of Election Mail to voters, and when informing voters how to successfully participate in an election
where they choose to use the mail. It is particularly important that voters be made aware of the
transit times for mail (including mail-in ballots) so that they can make informed decisions about
whether and when to (1) request a mail-in ballot, and (2) mail a completed ballot back to election
officials.

We remain committed to sustaining the mail as a secure, efficient, and effective means to allow
citizens to participate in the electoral process when election officials determine to utilize the mail as a
part of their election system. Ensuring that you have an understanding of our operational capabilities
and recommended timelines, and can educate voters accordingly, is important to achieving a
successful election season. Please reach out to your assigned election mail coordinator to discuss
the logistics of your mailings and the services that are available as well as any questions you may
have. A list of election mail coordinators may be found on our website at:
https://about.usps.com/election-mail/politicalelection-mail-coordinators. pdf.
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