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Postal Service Begins Civil War Stamp Series  
Multi-year Series Marks Historic Events during 150-Year Anniversary 

 
To obtain high-resolution images of the stamps for media use only, email mark.r.saunders@usps.gov 

 
CHARLESTON, SC — The U.S. Postal Service today issued the first of an annual series of Forever Stamps 
that recognize key events of the Civil War — America’s bloodiest conflict, which began 150 years ago today 
at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. 
 
The first-day-of-issue dedication ceremony took place at Liberty Square in Charleston, a location within 
earshot of cannon fire that ignited the conflict that killed 670,000 Americans — a casualty rate exceeding 
the combined total of Americans killed in all wars since that time.  
 
“From this day forward, these historic images of Fort Sumter and the First Battle of Bull Run will be carried 
on letters and packages to millions of households and businesses throughout America,” said James C. 
Miller III, U.S. Postal Service Board of Governor member in dedicating the stamps. “In this small way, the 
United States Postal Service recognizes the Civil War as a significant and uniquely American experience, 
and we hope to share the lessons learned ― as well as the story of those who endured the four-year 
ordeal ― with Americans everywhere.” 
 
Joining Miller in the ceremony were Thurgood Marshall Jr., vice chairman, U.S. Postal Service Board of 
Governors; David Vela, southeast region director, National Park Service; Dr. Edmund L. Drago, author and 
professor of History, College of Charleston; and Timothy Shaw, Charleston Postmaster. 
 
“Since the founding of our country, Americans have wrestled with fundamental questions about the scope 
of freedom,” said Marshall. “When the war finally ended, four devastating years later, the demand for 
separation had been denied, and slavery was forever ended in the United States. At last, the country was 
ready to accept responsibility for the words in its own Declaration of Independence that ‘all men are 
created equal.’ Today, many issues remain unresolved by this uniquely American war — and yet, one 
universal truth remains. We are truly one nation of free men and women.” 
 

“The Civil War commemorative stamps will provide meaning and true reflection for generations to come,” 
explained Vela. “Through events and programs held throughout the country, it is our hope that the citizens 
of this nation will be challenged to consider how their lives, and their own American experience, have been 
shaped by this signature period of American history. For it is a shared history, and a shared legacy, owned 
by all.” 
 
This first pane of the series, to be issued annually through 2015 in double sided sheets of 12 stamps, 



depicts two stamp designs commemorating the beginning of the war in April 1861 at Fort Sumter and the 
first major battle of the war near Manassas, VA. 
 
Art director, Phil Jordan of Falls Church, VA, created the stamps using images of Civil War battles. The 
Fort Sumter stamp is a reproduction of a Currier & Ives lithograph, circa 1861, titled “Bombardment of Fort 
Sumter, Charleston Harbor.” The Bull Run stamp is a reproduction of a 1964 painting by Sidney E. King 
titled “The Capture of Rickett’s Battery.”  The painting depicts fierce fighting on Henry Hill for an important 
Union artillery battery during the Battle of First Bull Run. For the stamp pane’s background image, Jordan 
used a photograph dated circa 1861 of a Union regiment assembled near Falls Church, VA. 
 
Civil War Mail Service 
Mail was a treasured link among Civil War camps, battlefields and home. Recognizing its importance to 
morale, both northern and southern armies assigned personnel to collect, distribute and deliver soldiers’ 
mail. Wagons and tents served as traveling Post Offices. Visit this link for additional information. 
 
Postal Service Commitment to Veterans 
While the Postal Service does not maintain records on the thousands of Civil War veterans who worked for 
the Post Office Department, today’s Postal Service stands proud as the nation’s largest civilian employer 
of veterans. Of more than 578,000 career employees, more than one-fifth of its workforce — nearly 
128,000 — are veterans, 48,000 of whom are disabled. 
 
Ordering First-Day-of-Issue Postmarks  
Customers have 60 days to obtain the first-day-of-issue postmark by mail. They may purchase new 
stamps at their local Post Office, at The Postal Store website at www.usps.com/shop, or by calling 800-
STAMP-24. They should affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the envelopes to 
themselves or others, and place them in a larger envelope addressed to: 
 
Civil War: 1861 Stamps 
Postmaster 
7075 Cross County Road 
Charleston, SC 29423-9998 
 
After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal Service will return the envelopes through the 
mail. There is no charge for the postmark. All orders must be postmarked by June 13, 2011. 
 
Ordering First-Day Covers 
Stamp Fulfillment Services also offers first-day covers for new stamp issues and Postal Service stationery 
items postmarked with the official first-day-of-issue cancellation. Each item has an individual catalog 
number and is offered in the quarterly USA Philatelic catalog. Customers may request a free catalog by 
calling 800-STAMP-24 or writing to: 
 
Information Fulfillment 
Dept. 6270 
U.S. Postal Service 
PO Box 219014 
Kansas City, MO  64121-9014 
 
Purchasing Civil War Forever Stamps and Related Products 
While supplies last, the Civil War souvenir sheets, the Civil War Keepsakes with Digital Color Postmarks, 
and the 1861 Collectors Folio will be available at select Post Offices. Also, customers can order all stamps 
and products online at www.usps.com/shop, by calling 1-800 STAMP-24, or by using the mail-in order 
form in the USA Philatelic Catalog. You can subscribe to the catalog at www.beyondtheperf.com, 
www.usps.com/shop, or by calling 1-800 STAMP-24.  
 
 576340, Souvenir Sheet of 12 stamps (2 designs), $5.28 
 576363, First-Day Cover, Set of 2, $1.76. 
 576364, First-Day Cancelled Full Sheet, $7.78. 
 576368, Digital Color Postmark, Set of 2, $3.20. 
 576374, 1861 Collectors Folio w/Stamps & Postmark Card, $14.95. 
 576384, Uncut Press Sheet, $31.68. 
 576391, Ceremony Program, $6.95. 



 576397, Civil War Commemorative Panel (two page panel set) $16.95 
 576399, Keepsake with Digital Color Postmark, Set of 2, $8.95. 

 
The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses, and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its operations. 
 

# # # 
 
Please note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS Newsroom at 
www.usps.com/news. 
 
A self-supporting government enterprise, the U.S. Postal Service is the only delivery service that reaches every address in the nation, 
150 million residences, businesses and Post Office Boxes. The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses, and 
relies on the sale of postage, products and services to fund its operations. With 32,000 retail locations and the most frequently visited 
website in the federal government, usps.com, the Postal Service has annual revenue of more than $67 billion and delivers nearly 40 
percent of the world’s mail. If it were a private sector company, the U.S. Postal Service would rank 29th in the 2010 Fortune 500. 
Black Enterprise and Hispanic Business magazines ranked the Postal Service as a leader in workforce diversity. The Postal Service 
has been named the Most Trusted Government Agency six consecutive years and the sixth Most Trusted Business in the nation by 
the Ponemon Institute. 

 

 


