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The United States Postal Service Announces 2011 Holiday  

Mail-by Dates 
 

WASHINGTON — As the “Official Shipper of the Holidays,” the United States Postal Service today 
released the suggested mail-by dates to ensure packages, cards, and letters reach their intended 
destination before the 2011 celebrations begin.  
 
Dates are provided as a guide for dropping holiday wishes into the mail. Customers who use the United 
States Postal Service as their “Official Shipper of the Holidays” can trust the Postal Service will provide 
reliable, trusted and secure delivery at home or abroad.   
 
Postmarking for domestic mail — mailed from and delivered within the U.S. — and international mail  
destined for overseas should occur by: 
 

Domestic Mail Product Mail-by Date 
First-Class Mail Dec. 20 
Priority Mail Dec. 21 
Express Mail Dec. 22 
Parcel Post Dec. 15 
DNDC Drop Ship Dec. 19 
DDU Drop Ship Dec. 22 

 

International Mail 
Addressed To 

Global 
Express 
Guaranteed
® 
(GXG)1*** 

Express 
Mail® 
Inter-
national 
(EMS)2 

Priority 
Mail® 
Inter-
national 
(PMI)3 

First-
Class 
Mail® 

Africa Dec-20 Dec-10 Dec-2 Dec-2
Asia/Pacific Rim Dec-19 Dec-15 Dec-9 Dec-9
Australia/New Zealand  Dec-19 Dec-15 Dec-9 Dec-9
Canada Dec-21 Dec-16 Dec-12 Dec-9
Caribbean Dec-20 Dec-15 Dec-12 Dec-9
Central & South 
America Dec-20 Dec-10 Dec-2 Dec-2
Mexico Dec-21 Dec-15 Dec-9 Dec-9
Europe Dec-20 Dec-15 Dec-12 Dec-9
Middle East Dec-20 Dec-15 Dec-12 Dec-9

 
 



 
 

***GXG Notes: 1) Cutoff date does not take into account time needed for customs clearance. 2) Should allocate extra transit day(s) 
for delivery outside major cities. 3) Last day to ship to Afghanistan is Dec 19 and Iraq is Dec 16.  
 
“We suggest holiday shippers both in and outside the country use one of our Priority Mail products to 
send gifts and good wishes,” said Gary Reblin, vice president Domestic Products. “The Priority Mail Flat 
Rate boxes come in a variety of sizes and are always free. Remember — ‘if it fits it ships’ for a low flat 
rate.”   
 
The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its operations. 
 

# # # 
 

Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS 
Newsroom at http://about.usps.com/news/welcome.htm.  
 
For reporters interested in speaking with a regional Postal Service public relations professional on this 
issue, please go to http://about.usps.com/news/media-contacts/usps-local-media-contacts.pdf. 
 
 
A self-supporting government enterprise, the U.S. Postal Service is the only delivery service that reaches every address in the 
nation, 150 million residences, businesses and Post Office Boxes. The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating 
expenses, and relies on the sale of postage, products and services to fund its operations. With 32,000 retail locations and the most 
frequently visited website in the federal government, usps.com, the Postal Service has annual revenue of more than $67 billion and 
delivers nearly 40 percent of the world’s mail. If it were a private sector company, the U.S. Postal Service would rank 29th in the 
2010 Fortune 500. Black Enterprise and Hispanic Business magazines ranked the Postal Service as a leader in workforce diversity. 
The Postal Service has been named the Most Trusted Government Agency six consecutive years and the sixth Most Trusted 
Business in the nation by the Ponemon Institute. 
 


