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Postal Service Honors Legendary Teacher 
Jaime Escalante Forever Stamp On Sale Today Nationwide 

 
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Postal Service today salutes Jaime Escalante, the east Los 
Angeles teacher known for using unconventional methods to inspire inner-city high school 
students to master calculus, with the issuance of a new Forever Stamp. The stamp dedication 
ceremony was held during the League of United Latin American Citizens’ (LULAC) 87th annual 
convention and exposition in Washington, DC. 
 
A special dedication ceremony also will be held July 16 at Garfield High School in Los Angeles, 
where Escalante taught. 
 
Digitally illustrated by Jason Seiler, the stamp art depicts Escalante in a style meant to 
resemble an oil painting. Escalante stands in front of a chalkboard on which calculus symbols 
are visible. He is wearing his signature flat cap, looking forward toward the viewer. The 
illustration is based on a photograph taken by Jaime Escalante II, on May 6, 2005, in the 
classroom at Hiram Johnson High School in Sacramento, CA, where his father formerly taught. 
Art Director Greg Breeding designed the stamp with original art by Seiler. 
 
“We are here today to honor Jaime Escalante because, as a teacher, he proved time and time 
again with the right inputs into the right formula conventional wisdom could be defied,” said 
Robert Cintron, vice president, Network Operations, who dedicated the stamp. 
 
“We celebrate Mr. Escalante today for his charmed ability to create calm within a landscape of 
calamity,” said Cintron. “As a result of staying committed to his belief that all students can learn, 
kids who had been written off as undisciplined, uninterested, unmanageable and unruly were 
given a real opportunity at learning. In return his students showed the world that one opportunity 
was really all that they needed.” 
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Other participants in the ceremony included John King Jr., U.S. Secretary of Education; Roger 
Rocha Jr., national president, LULAC; Brent Wilkes, executive director, LULAC; Edward James 
Olmos, actor; Jaime Escalante II, son; Camilo Joya Diaz, math teacher, Verizon Minority Male 
Makers; Sara Rosario Nieves, Census Scientific Advisory Committee coordinator, U.S. Census 
Bureau; and Crystal Claros, sophomore student, Rock Ridge High School. Bolivian dancers 
from Centro Cultural Bolivia gave a special performance. 

Fame came to Escalante in an unexpected — and unfortunate — way. In 1982, 18 of his 
students took the advanced placement calculus exam and passed. Controversy followed when 
the testing service accused 14 students of cheating. Escalante suspected that the accusation of 
cheating was due to the fact that the students were Mexican-Americans from a low-income area 
of Los Angeles. The testing service denied the allegation and proposed a solution: that the 14 
students retake the test. Twelve of the 14 took a different exam from the first, and all passed. 

Escalante and his students became instant heroes in the fall of 1982 when the story broke in 
the news media and attracted the attention of Hollywood producer Tom Musca and director 
Ramón Menéndez. The movie “Stand and Deliver,” released in 1988, garnered good reviews 
and made Escalante one of the most famous teachers in America. 

In 1999, Escalante was inducted into the National Teachers Hall of Fame for his efforts to “have 
children believe in their ability to achieve.” 

The Jaime Escalante Forever Stamp will always be equal in value to the current  
First-Class Mail one-ounce price. 

Customers may purchase the Jaime Escalante Forever Stamp at usps.com/stamps, at the 
Postal Store usps.com/shop, by calling 800-STAMP24 (800-782-6724) and at Post Office 
locations nationwide. A variety of stamps and collectibles also is available at ebay.com/stamps. 

Ordering First-Day-of-Issue Postmark 
Customers have 60 days to obtain first-day-of-issue postmarks by mail. They may purchase 
new stamps at local Post Office locations, at the Postal Store usps.com/shop or by calling  
800-782-6724. They should affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the 
envelopes to themselves or others and place them in envelopes addressed to: 
 
Jaime Escalante Stamp 
Special Events 
PO Box 92282 
Washington, D.C. 20090-2282 
 
After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal Service will return the envelopes 
through the mail. There is no charge for postmarks up to a quantity of 50. For more than 50, 
customers are charged 5 cents each. All orders must be postmarked by Sept. 13, 2016. 
 
Ordering First-Day Covers 
The Postal Service also offers first-day covers for new stamps and stationery items postmarked 
with the official first-day-of-issue cancellation. Each item has an individual catalog number and 
is offered in the quarterly USA Philatelic catalog, online at usps.com/shop or by calling 800-782-
6724. Customers may request a free catalog by calling 800-782-6724 or writing to: 
 
U.S. Postal Service 
Catalog Request 
PO Box 219014 
Kansas City, MO  64121-9014 
 
Philatelic Products 
There are seven philatelic products for this stamp issue:  

 473806, Press Sheet with Die-cut, $84.60. 
 473810, Digital Color Postmark Keepsake, $11.95. 
 473816, First-Day Cover, $0.91. 
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 473821, Digital Color Postmark, $1.62. 
 473824, Framed Art, $39.95. 
 473830, Ceremony Program, $6.95. 
 473833, Commemorative Panel, $10.95. 

 
Many of this year’s other stamps may be viewed on Facebook at facebook.com/USPSStamps 
or via Twitter @USPSstamps. 
 
The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of 
postage, products and services to fund its operations. 
 

#  #  # 
 

Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS 
Newsroom at about.usps.com/news/welcome.htm.   

For reporters interested in speaking with a regional Postal Service public relations professional, please go to 
about.usps.com/news/media-contacts/usps-local-media-contacts.pdf. Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/usps), 
Instagram (instagram.com/uspostalservice), Pinterest (pinterest.com/uspsstamps), LinkedIn 
(linkedin.com/company/usps), subscribe to our channel on YouTube (youtube.com/usps), like us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/usps) and view our Postal Postsblog (uspsblog.com). 

For more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and usps.com/postalfacts. 
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