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Celebrating Unexpected Beauty: 
U.S. Postal Service to Dedicate Cactus Flowers Forever stamps 

 
What: The U.S. Postal Service will celebrate the beauty of cactus flowers with 10  

new stamp designs.  The first-day-of-issue event for the Cactus Flowers 
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Forever stamps is free and open to the public. 
 
News on the stamps is being shared with the hashtag #CactusFlowers. 

 
Who:  
 
 
When: 
 

 
Jacqueline Krage Strako, Chief Customer and Marketing Officer, U.S. Postal 
Service, and Dedicating Official  
 
Friday, Feb. 15, 2019, at 11 a.m. MST 

Where: AmeriStamp Expo  
Mesa Convention Center, Building C  
263 N. Center Street 
Mesa, AZ  85201 
 
Followers of the U.S. Postal Service’s Facebook page can view the ceremony 
live at facebook.com/USPS. 

 
RSVP: 

 

 
 
 
Background: 
 

 
Dedication ceremony attendees are encouraged to RSVP at: 
usps.com/cactusflowers 
 
 
Almost all cacti are native to the Americas, ranging from British Columbia and 
Alberta in Canada to the southern regions of Argentina and Chile. The 
southwestern U.S. and Mexico are home to the greatest variety and abundance 
of cacti.  
 
Cacti are among America’s most popular houseplants. Most cacti grow very  
slowly, and are tough, adaptable and low maintenance. Several botanic 
gardens in the U.S. showcase the wide variety and stunning beauty of these 
plants. When cacti bloom, visitors experience a vivid floral display. Cactus 
flowers generally occur singly, although many separate blossoms might appear 
on a plant at the same time. Most cactus flowers are large and flamboyant, with 
colors of white, red, pink, orange, or yellow. Some flowers are also richly 
scented, and the nectar and colors attract pollinators such as bats, bees and 
birds. 

 
Art director Ethel Kessler designed the stamps with existing photographs taken 
by John P. Schaefer, a co-founder, along with Ansel Adams, of the Center for 
Creative Photography at the University of Arizona. 

The Cactus Flowers stamps are being issued as Forever stamps in booklets of 
20 and will always be equal in value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce 
price. 
 

   
Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store 
at usps.com/shop, by calling 800-STAMP24 (800-782-6724), by mail through USA Philatelic catalog or 
at Post Office locations nationwide.  
 
The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its operations. 
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http://www.facebook.com/USPS
https://uspsonlinesolutions.wufoo.com/forms/z1iujx0i1yol9fn/
http://www.usps.com/shop


 
For U.S. Postal Service media resources, including broadcast quality video and audio and photo stills,  
visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the 
USPS YouTube Channel, like us on Facebook and enjoy our Postal Posts blog. For more information 
about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and usps.com/postalfacts. 
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