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Hawai`i  Statehood Stamp Extends First-Class ‘Wave of Excitement’ 

Local Historian, Artist, Created Stamp Image 
 

A high-resolution image of the stamp is available for media use only by emailing duke.gonzalez@usps.gov 

 
HONOLULU — Surf’s up!  The U.S. Postal Service celebrated the 50th anniversary of Hawai`i statehood 
by dedicating the Hawai`i Statehood stamp today.    
 
“We’re proud to play a part in this significant anniversary for Hawai`i and especially proud that the stamp 
will serve as a lasting reminder of this special occasion,” said U.S. Postal Service Honolulu District 
Manager Daryl Ishizaki in dedicating the 44-cent First-Class stamp that goes on sale nationwide today. 
 
Joining Ishizaki in dedicating the stamp was Hawai`i Governor Linda Lingle.  
 
The event took place at the state’s official Commemoration Conference at the Hawai`i Convention Center. 
 
Stamp artist and historian Herb Kawainui Kane of Captain Cook, HI, who dedicated much of his life to 
studying Hawaiian culture and history, created the stamp image. Kane worked under the direction of 
stamp designer Phil Jordan of Falls Church, VA. In the art, a surfer rides a wave on a longboard, a 
popular choice among surfers for centuries. Next to him, two people paddle an outrigger canoe to shore. 
Kane has extensive knowledge and experience in surfing, a favorite pastime, and in canoe construction, a 
skill he developed from building a traditional sailing canoe himself. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Hawai`i Background 
 
About 1,500 years ago, Polynesians settled the islands that now make up the state of Hawai`i. A few 
hundred years later, a group of Tahitians arrived on the shores and created a rich and thriving culture 
based on stewardship of the abundant resources provided by the land and sea. 
 
Captain James Cook from England arrived in 1778 and named the islands after the Earl of Sandwich. A 
year later, Cook was killed in a dispute with the natives, but was followed by many more foreign ships 
traveling to the islands. The British influence is still seen today through the Union Jack symbol 
represented on the state flag, and streets and parks named after early British individuals and events. In 
1810, King Kamehameha I united the islands of Hawai`i under a monarchical government, and for much 
of the 1800s, the world regarded Hawai`i as an independent nation. In 1893, a small group of mostly non-
Hawaiian citizens and foreigners overthrew the reign of Queen Lili`uokalani and formed a provisional 
government. 
 
Annexed by the U.S. in 1898, the islands became the Territory of Hawai`i in 1900. The Japanese attack 
on the U.S. military at Pearl Harbor, on Dec. 7, 1941, brought thousands more Americans to the islands 
to participate in the war effort, and many remained when World War II ended. On August 21, 1959, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a proclamation that officially welcomed Hawai`i into the United 
States. 
 
The “Aloha State” is made up of eight main islands and more than a hundred smaller ones, all formed by 
volcanic activity. The island of Hawai`i continues to grow in size with every eruption of Kilauea, the most 
active volcano in the world. The capital and largest city, Honolulu, is located on the island of O`ahu and is 
the center of transportation and business for the islands. O`ahu is home to nearly 900,000 people out of 
state’s 1.2 million total population. 
 
The geographical features of each island help create a wide range of climates. Some areas experience 
significant rainfall, while others are dry and desert-like. Temperatures are mild and consistent across the 
islands. With sandy beaches, fertile valleys, and stunning volcanic mountains, Hawai`i is a tropical 
paradise. 
 
In Hawai`i there is no ethnic majority; the population includes Native Hawaiians, Caucasians, Japanese, 
other Pacific Islanders, Filipinos, Chinese, Vietnamese, Koreans and many others. Hawai`i is a bilingual 
state. After a steep decline in the use of Hawaiian language in the early 1900s, Hawaiians started to 
revive their language and culture in the 1970s. Hawaiians have the utmost respect for their `ohana 
(extended family), land, cultural traditions and ancestors. 
 
With more than seven million visitors traveling to the islands annually, tourism drives the Hawaiian 
economy. The islands offer a serene vacation environment and a wide array of activities. Surfing was a 
favorite sport in Hawai`i long before Captain Cook’s arrival, and it remains highly popular today. In 
addition to tourism, the state’s economy is heavily based on diversified agriculture, including pineapples, 
macadamia nuts and flowers. 
 

# # # 
 

Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS Newsroom at 
www.usps.com/news. 
 
An independent federal agency, the U.S. Postal Service is the only delivery service that reaches every address in the nation, 149 
million residences, businesses and Post Office Boxes, six days a week. It has 34,000 retail locations and relies on the sale of 
postage, products and services, not tax dollars, to pay for operating expenses. Named the Most Trusted Government Agency five 
consecutive years by the Ponemon Institute, the Postal Service has annual revenue of $75 billion and delivers nearly half the 
world’s mail. To learn about the history of the Postal Service visit the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum:  
www.postalmuseum.si.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

How to Order the First-Day-of-Issue Postmark 
Customers have 60 days to obtain the first-day-of-issue postmark by mail. They may purchase new 
stamps at a local Post Office, at The Postal Store website at www.usps.com/shop, or by calling 800-
STAMP-24. They should affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the envelopes to 
themselves or others, and place them in a larger envelope addressed to: 

 
Hawai`i Statehood Stamp 
Special Cancellations 
Marketing Department 
3600 Aolele Street 
Honolulu, HI 96829-9661 
 
After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal Service will return the envelopes through the mail. 
There is no charge for the postmark. All orders must be postmarked by Oct. 22, 2009. 
 
How to Order First-Day Covers 
Stamp Fulfillment Services also offers first day covers for new stamp issues and Postal Service stationery 
items postmarked with the official first day of issue cancellation. Each item has an individual catalog 
number and is offered in the quarterly USA Philatelic catalog. Customers may request a free catalog by 
calling 800-STAMP-24 or writing to: 

 
Information Fulfillment 
Dept. 6270 
U.S. Postal Service 
PO Box 219014 
Kansas City, MO 64121-9014 
 
Philatelic Products 
There are four philatelic products available for this stamp issue: 

 464261, First-Day Cover, $0.82  
 464265, Digital Color Postmark, $1.50 
 464291, Ceremony Program, $6.95 
 464299, First-Day Cover Keepsake Full Pane w/Digital Color Postmark, $10.30 

 
 
 
 

 


