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Sunday Funnies Comic Strips Debut on Stamps 

High-resolution stamp images are available for media use only by emailing mark.r.saunders@usps.gov 

 
COLUMBUS, OH — The U.S. Postal Service celebrated five newspaper comic strips by dedicating the 
Sunday Funnies stamps today. The 44-cent First-Class stamps honor comic strips:  Archie, Beetle Bailey, 
Dennis the Menace, Garfield and Calvin and Hobbes. The strips, as well as their characters, may have 
changed over the years, yet each remains an enduring classic. 
 
”Like stamps, comic strips often tell a story through humor, adventure, fantasy and sometimes even 
drama,” said U.S. Postal Service Eastern Area Vice President Megan Brennan. “Today, we are gathered 
to commemorate five of our country’s most beloved comic strips and dedicate an amazing stamp pane 
that represents a unique part of American culture.” 
 
Brennan dedicated the stamps at The Ohio State University, home of the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and 
Museum. Joining in the dedication were The Ohio State University Executive Vice President and Provost 
Joseph Alutto and The Ohio State University Libraries Director Carol Pitts Diedrichs. Special guests 
included Beetle Bailey creator Mort Walker; Garfield creator Jim Davis; Dennis the Menace artists Marcus 
Hamilton and Ron Ferdinand; Archie Comics newspaper strip writer Craig Goldman; and, Calvin and 
Hobbes Editor Lee Salem. 
 
Art director Ethel Kessler of Bethesda, MD, selected the images appearing on the stamps. 
 
The Archie stamp features Archie sharing a chocolate shake with brunette Veronica Lodge on his right 
and blonde Betty Cooper on his left. Offering an idealized portrait of American adolescence, Archie 
existed only in comic-book form before debuting in newspapers in 1946. A typical small-town teenager 
with a knack for goofing things up, 17-year-old Archie Andrews is often torn between haughty Veronica 
and sweet Betty. 
 
The Beetle Bailey stamp features Beetle, smiling calmly while Sarge loses his cool. A military strip with 
universal appeal, Beetle Bailey first appeared in September 1950. Possibly the laziest man in the army, 
Private Beetle Bailey is an expert at sleeping and avoiding work. His chronic indolence antagonizes 
Sergeant Orville P. Snorkel, who is tough on his men but calls them “my boys.” 
 
The Calvin and Hobbes stamp captures the precocious six-year-old and his tiger pal making scary — and 
ridiculous — faces. Calvin and Hobbes explores the fantasy life of six-year-old Calvin and his tiger, 
Hobbes. The inseparable friends ponder the mysteries of the world and test the fortitude of Calvin’s 



parents, who never know where their son’s imagination will take him. The strip ran from November 1985 
to December 1995. 
 
The Dennis the Menace stamp features five-year-old Dennis dressed in red coveralls and striped shirt 
running off to some new adventure. Dennis the Menace follows the antics of Dennis Mitchell, a good-
hearted but mischievous little boy who is perpetually “five-ana-half” years old. His curiosity tests the 
patience of his loving parents and neighbors, guaranteeing that their lives are anything but dull. The 
comic debuted in March 1951 as a single-panel gag. 
 
The Garfield stamp features the crabby tabby standing back to back with Odie, a carefree, energetic dog. 
Garfield first waddled onto the comics page in June 1978. Self-centered and cynical, Garfield hates 
Mondays and loves lasagna. He lives with Jon Arbuckle, a bumbling bachelor with a fatally flawed fashion 
sense, and Odie, a dopey-but-devoted dog. 
 
Ordering First-Day-of-Issue Postmarks 
Customers have 60 days to obtain first-day-of-issue postmarks by mail. They may purchase new stamps 
at Post Offices, at The Postal Store website at www.usps.com/shop, or by calling 800-STAMP-24. They 
should affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the envelopes to themselves or others, and 
place them in a larger envelope addressed to: 
 
Sunday Funnies Stamp 
850 Twin Rivers Drive, Retail – Rm. 416 
Columbus, OH 43216-9653 
 
After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal Service will return the envelopes through the 
mail. There is no charge for the postmark. All orders must be postmarked by Sept. 17, 2010. 
 
Ordering First-Day Covers 
Stamp Fulfillment Services also offers first-day covers for new stamp issues and Postal Service stationery 
items postmarked with the official first-day-of-issue cancellation. Each item has an individual catalog 
number and is offered in the quarterly USA Philatelic catalog. Customers may request a free catalog by 
calling 800-STAMP-24 or writing to: 
 
Information Fulfillment 
Dept. #6270 
U.S. Postal Service 
PO Box 219014 
Kansas City, MO  64121-9014 
 
Philatelic Products 
There are five philatelic products available for this stamp issue at this link: 
 

 465563, First-Day Cover Set of 5, $4.10. 
 465568, Digital Color Postmark Set of 5, $7.50. 
 465584, Uncut Press Sheet, $79.20.  
 465591, Ceremony Program, $6.95. 
 465599, Cancellation Keepsake (Pane of 20 & Digital Color Postmark Set of 5), $16.95. 
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Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS Newsroom at 
www.usps.com/news. 
 
A self-supporting government enterprise, the U.S. Postal Service is the only delivery service that reaches every 
address in the nation, 150 million residences, businesses and Post Office Boxes. The Postal Service receives no 
direct support from taxpayers. With 36,000 retail locations and the most frequently visited website in the federal 
government, the Postal Service relies on the sale of postage, products and services to pay for operating expenses. 
Named the Most Trusted Government Agency five consecutive years and the sixth Most Trusted Business in the 
nation by the Ponemon Institute, the Postal Service has annual revenue of more than $68 billion and delivers nearly 
half the world’s mail. If it were a private sector company, the U.S. Postal Service would rank 28th in the 2009 Fortune 
500. 
 
 


