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Legendary Entertainer Kate Smith Appearing on Stamp
Stamp Ceremony and Musical Tribute to be Held at Lincoln Memorial

What: Get Memorial Day weekend off to a grand start as the United States Postal Service
and the United States Army celebrate the life and legacy of renowned singer and
Washington, DC, native Kate Smith, who is being immortalized on a new 44-cent
U.S. postage stamp.

Who: John E. Potter, postmaster general and chief executive officer, U.S. Postal Service
Dr. Joseph W. Westphal, under secretary of the Army
Brass Quintet, United States Army Band
Sergeant First-Class Leigh Ann Hinton, United States Army Band
Members of the Kate Smith Commemorative Society
Philadelphia Flyers

When: Thursday, May 27, 2010, 11:00 a.m.
Where: The Lincoln Memorial

at Reflecting Pool Steps
Intersection of Independence Avenue and 23rd Street, SW
Washington, DC

Background: On May 27, the Postal Service honors Kate Smith (1907-1986), a much beloved
singer and entertainer best known for her rendition of Irving Berlin’s “God Bless
America.” A native of Washington, DC, Smith won amateur singing contests as a
youth and was invited to sing at a White House dinner. After moving to New York to
pursue a career in show business, she became a radio star in the early 1930s—
popular for her homespun personality as well as for her singing. During World War
II, polls ranked her as one of the most important women in America. In the early
1950s, she hosted a daytime television show, the Kate Smith Hour, as well as a
prime time show, the Kate Smith Evening Hour. In 1973, toward the end of her
career Smith sang “God Bless America” at Philadelphia Flyers hockey games. Philly



fans considered her a good luck charm as the Flyers won two Stanley Cups and
other big games when she sang. The team later erected a bronze statute of her
outside the Spectrum arena.

# # #

Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS Newsroom at
www.usps.com/communications/newsroom/welcome.htm.
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