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U.S. Postal Service and Canada Post  
Jointly Dedicate The History of Hockey Stamps Today 

Share the news: #HockeyStamps 
 

DETROIT — Today, the U.S. Postal Service and Canada Post jointly issued The History of Hockey 
stamps that now are available nationwide. Hockey fans are asked to share the news using the hashtag 
#HockeyStamps. 
 
The first-day-of-issue dedication ceremony took place at Detroit’s Little Caesars Arena Belfor Training 
Center. 
 
Joining Postmaster General and CEO Megan J. Brennan and Canada Post President and CEO Deepak 
Chopra in dedicating the stamps were eight-time Stanley Cup champion Red Kelly, formerly of the 
Detroit Red Wings; and author and sports medicine physician Murray Howe, son of NHL legend Gordie 
Howe. WDIV-TV meteorologist Paul Gross served as the master of ceremonies. 
 
“Hockey is the perfect subject for Canada and the United States to honor through these stamps,” said 
Brennan. “These unique commemorative stamps capture the history and tradition that have defined our 
shared winter pastime and symbolize the people, places and events that connect us.” 
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“The joint stamp issue is the sixth by Canada Post and the United States Postal Service,” said Chopra. 
“The subjects chosen for the joint issues highlight how much our nations have in common. Hockey is one 
of those things. These stamps celebrate the shared love of hockey, a game now firmly rooted in the lore 
of both nations.” 
 
The souvenir sheet (above) features a scene that illustrates the evolution of the sport across generations. 
The selvage — the area outside of the stamps on the souvenir sheet — depicts a father teaching his 
daughter how to play hockey on a pond.  
 

 
 

“There is nothing like the game of hockey. It's the greatest game in the world,” said hockey legend Kelly. 
“Having played professional hockey in both the United States and Canada, it is wonderful for me to see 
the United States Postal Service and Canada Post unite to produce the History of Hockey stamps, 
depicting hockey at its purest roots. I am pleased to be back in Detroit and part of this momentous 
occasion.” 
 
“The Howe family applauds Canada Post and the U.S. Postal Service for their tremendous collaborative 
efforts and vision to create the History of Hockey stamps,” said Howe, son of Gordie, one of the greatest 
hockey icons of all-time. The stamps will serve as a beautiful symbol of the bond between our two 
nations, and as a tribute to the players, teams, officials, concessioners, broadcasters, reporters, 
sponsors, and fans who all play an integral role in this sport we love so much. We owe much to the game 
of hockey, and feel blessed to be a part of this momentous occasion." 
 
The U.S. Postal Service is offering two stamp products with this issuance: a souvenir sheet and a pane of 
20 stamps. The souvenir sheet, available only at usps.com/shop, contains two commemorative Forever 
stamps. The scene on the first stamp, which portrays a modern hockey player, is one of the issuance’s 
two se-tenant Forever stamps. Se-tenant stamps are pairs that differ in design and are attached in strips.   
 
The second stamp pictures a vintage player representing the game’s past set against a snowy 
background. One player is wearing a contemporary uniform and using modern equipment, and the other 
is wearing vintage garb and using old-fashioned equipment. The two vertically stacked stamps in the 
souvenir sheet, which are arranged to mirror each other, are identical to those sold also as a pane of 20. 
“The History of Hockey” appears in the bottom left corner of the sheet under the flags of the United States 
and Canada.  
 
As Forever stamps, The History of Hockey stamps are always equal in value to the current First-Class 
Mail one-ounce price.   
 

http://www.usps.com/shop


Designed by Subplot Design Inc. for Canada Post, the artwork on the stamps is intended to celebrate and 
reflect on the history of hockey. KC Armstrong of Toronto, ON, shot the photographs. Susan Gilson was 
the art director of the Canadian version of the stamps. William J. Gicker was the art director of the 
American version of the stamps. 
 
In the 1800s, the sport truly began to take shape in Eastern Canada. By the late 19th century, the game 
had grown popular in the United States. American Malcolm Greene Chace became interested in the 
game and assembled a group of players from various universities. In 1896, a team from Yale, which 
included Chace, faced Johns Hopkins University in the first college hockey game. Soon, professional 
leagues formed in North America. The sport has continued to flourish, and today, women’s hockey is 
thriving. The National Hockey Association began play in 1910 and evolved into the National Hockey 
League in 1917. In 1924, the Boston Bruins became the first American team to join the National Hockey 
League.  
 
Ordering First-Day-of-Issue Postmarks 
Customers have 60 days to obtain first-day-of-issue postmarks by mail. They may purchase new stamps 
at United States Post Office locations, at the Postal Store usps.com/shop or by calling 800-782-6724. 
They must affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the envelopes to themselves or others 
and place them in larger envelopes addressed to: 
 
FDOI – The History of Hockey 
USPS Stamp Fulfillment Services 
8300 NE Underground Drive, Suite 300 
Kansas City, MO  64144-9900 
 
After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal Service will return the envelopes through the 
mail. There is no charge for postmarks up to a quantity of 50. For more than 50, customers are charged 
5-cents each. All orders must be postmarked by Dec. 20, 2017.  
 
Ordering First-Day Covers 
The Postal Service also offers first-day covers for new stamps and stationery items postmarked with the 
official first-day-of-issue cancellation. Each item has an individual catalog number and is offered in the 
quarterly USA Philatelic catalog, online at usps.com/shop or by calling 800-782-6724. Customers may 
request a free catalog by calling 800-782-6724 or writing to: 
 
U.S. Postal Service 
Catalog Request 
PO Box 219014 
Kansas City, MO  64121-9014 
 
Philatelic Products 
The U.S. Postal Service and Canada Post will sell each country’s products. The following U.S. Philatelic 
products are available at usps.com/shop. 
 

• 475500  The History of Hockey pane of 20,   $9.80 
• 564600  The History of Hockey U.S. Souvenir Sheet, 98-cents 
• 475530  Ceremony Program, $6.95 
• 475524  Framed Art, $29.95 
• 475521  Digital Color Postmark  (set of 2), $3.28 
• 475516  First-Day Cover (set of 2), $1.86 
• 475510  Keepsake, $13.95 
• 475506  Press Sheet, $58.80 

 
Canada Post’s products are available at canadapost.ca/shop.  
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You may view many of this year’s other stamps on Facebook at facebook.com/USPSStamps or via 
Twitter @USPSstamps. 
 
The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its operations. 
 

# # # 
 
Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS 
Newsroom at about.usps.com/news/welcome.htm.   
 
For reporters interested in speaking with a regional Postal Service public relations professional, please go to 
about.usps.com/news/media-contacts/usps-local-media-contacts.pdf. Follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/usps), 
Instagram (instagram.com/uspostalservice), Pinterest (pinterest.com/uspsstamps), LinkedIn 
(linkedin.com/company/usps), subscribe to our channel on YouTube (youtube.com/usps), like us on Facebook 
(facebook.com/usps) and view our Postal Posts blog (uspsblog.com). 
 
For more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and usps.com/postalfacts. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/uspsstamps
http://www.twitter.com/uspsstamps
http://about.usps.com/news/welcome.htm
http://about.usps.com/news/media-contacts/usps-local-media-contacts.pdf
http://www.twitter.com/usps
http://www.instagram.com/uspostalservice
http://www.pinterest.com/uspsstamps
http://www.linkedin.com/company/usps
http://www.youtube.com/usps
http://www.facebook.com/USPS
http://www.uspsblog.com/
https://www.usps.com/
http://about.usps.com/who-we-are/postal-facts/welcome.htm

	Philatelic Products

