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U.S. Postal Service Issues New Postcard Stamps 

WASHINGTON — Celebrate the beauty and wonder of coral reefs with four new postcard stamps from 
the U.S. Postal Service. The Coral Reefs stamps will be available nationwide March 29 in Post Offices 
and online at the Postal Store. 

Featuring highly stylized digital portraits, the stamp art depicts four types of stony corals with 
associated reef fish: elkhorn coral, shown with two French angelfish; brain coral, with a spotted moray 
eel; staghorn coral, with bluestriped grunts; and pillar coral, with a coney grouper and neon gobies.  

Coral reefs are formed over thousands of years mainly by colonies of animals called polyps. Polyps 
make stony corals, the foundation for most coral reefs, by secreting protective skeletons of calcium 
carbonate or limestone. As these limestone skeletons accumulate over time — with new colonies of 
polyps growing on top of the skeletons of older ones — they build up the base of coral reefs.  

Coral reefs are some of the world’s most marvelous ecosystems, sheltering and sustaining about a 
quarter of all ocean species. Anyone who has snorkeled in tropical environments has witnessed the 
sea come alive when approaching a coral reef. Suddenly an abundance of fish of all types and colors 
appear, along with a variety of other animals and plants, including sea urchins, seagrass, octopuses 
and lobsters.  

Art director Ethel Kessler designed the stamps. Tyler Lang created the stamp art. 

News of the stamps is being shared with the hashtag #CoralReefsStamps.  

The word “POSTCARD” on the stamps indicates their usage value. Like a Forever stamp, these 
stamps will always be valid for the rate printed on them. 
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The Postal Service receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its operations. 

# # # 
Please Note: For U.S. Postal Service media resources, including broadcast quality video and audio and photo 
stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS 
YouTube Channel, like us on Facebook and enjoy our Postal Posts blog. For more information about the Postal 
Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com.  
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