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U.S. Postal Service Honors Raven Story With Stamp  
Stamp Art Created by Tlingit/Athabascan Artist and Alaska Native Rico Worl 

   

 
 
JUNEAU, AK — The U.S. Postal Service issued the Raven Story stamp today at the Sealaska 
Heritage Institute. The Forever stamps are now for sale at Post Offices nationwide. News of the stamp 
is being shared with the hashtags #RavenStoryStamp and #NativeAmericanRavenStory. 
 
Art director Antonio Alcalá designed the stamp based on art created by Tlingit/Athabascan designer 
and artist Rico Worl. 
 
“The Raven Story represents a great meaning to the indigenous people of the Northwest Coast” said 
Jakki Krage Strako, the Postal Service’s chief commerce and business solutions officer and executive 
vice president, who served as the event’s dedicating official. “Today, the Postal Service is proud and 
honored to create this lasting tribute to the Raven Story through the issuance of this stamp.”  
 
Joining Strako to dedicate the stamp were Marlene Johnson, chair of the Sealaska Heritage Institute 
Board of Trustees; Beth Weldon, mayor of Juneau; Frank Henry Kaash Katasse, playwright, actor and 
educator; Lance (X̱’unei) A Twitchell, associate professor of Alaska Native Languages, University of 
Alaska Southeast, and artist Rico Worl. 

“Raven stories are a core aspect to Tlingit epistemology and I’m excited to share my representation of 
the Raven Story in a mixed modern and traditional way with this beautiful stamp” said Worl. “I hope this 
stamp inspires people to learn more about Alaska Native and Native American cultures as both rich 
traditional people and modern innovative and creative people.”  
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Background 
 
The stamp design depicts a raven just as he escapes from his human family and begins to transform 
back into his bird form. To create the stamp art, Worl used formline, the traditional design style of the 
Indigenous people of the northern Northwest Coast.  
 
The stamp is inspired by the traditional story of the raven setting the sun, moon and stars free. 
It depicts one of many stories about the raven, a figure of great significance to the Indigenous people of 
the northern Northwest Coast, part of the area that ranges from Southeast Alaska through coastal 
British Columbia and south into Washington state. 
 
Among the cultures of the region — which include the Tlingit, the Tsimshian, the Haida, the 
Kwakwaka’wakw and others — the raven plays an essential role in many traditional tales, including 
stories about the creation of the world. The different peoples of the northern Northwest Coast each 
have their own culturally specific versions of the raven story, which often convey customs, ethics and 
cultural inheritances that help communities preserve or affirm their identities. 
 
The story behind the stamp will also be featured on the U.S. Postal Service Facebook and Twitter pages, 
posting at 4 p.m. EDT on July 30, 2021. A pictorial postmark of the designated first-day-of-issue city, 
Juneau, is available at usps.com/shopstamps.  
 
The Raven Story stamp is being issued as a Forever stamp in panes of 20. These Forever stamps will 
always be equal in value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce price. 

Postal Products 
 
Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at 
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by mail through USA Philatelic, or at Post Office 
locations nationwide. 
 
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of 
postage, products and services to fund its operations. 
 

# # # 
 
Please Note: For U.S. Postal Service media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and 
photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe 
to the USPS YouTube channel, like us on Facebook and enjoy our Postal Posts blog. For more 
information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 
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