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Woman Power! 
 

U.S. Postal Service Celebrates 50th Anniversary of Title IX 
 

 
WASHINGTON, DC — At the start of Women’s History Month and just five days before International 
Women’s Day, the Postal Service today commemorated legislation that leveled the playing field, literally, 
for women and girls nationwide with the dedication of four Title IX Forever stamps.  
 
Title IX was enacted by Congress and signed into law by President Richard Nixon on June 23, 1972. The 
act prohibits sex discrimination in any educational program or activity receiving any type of federal 
financial aid. 
 
Title IX states: No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity 
receiving Federal financial assistance. 
 
“Title IX created pathways for enriching women’s programs, allowing for a broader range of competitive 
offerings, more robust physical education regimens and equivalent resources,” said Amber McReynolds, 
member of the USPS Board of Governors and dedicating official during the ceremony at the U.S. 
Department of Education in Washington, DC. “I can personally attest to the positive impacts of Title IX. I 
have seen my daughter excel with the increased opportunities available to her. I am thankful she can 
grow up knowing these rights are not only deserved but expected.” 
 
Also participating in the event were Cindy Marten, deputy secretary, Department of Education; Catherine 
Lhamon, assistant secretary, Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education; Sheila Johnson, president 
and managing partner, Washington Mystics; Donna de Varona, double Olympic gold medalist and first 
president of the Women’s Sports Foundation and Melinda Beck, stamp designer and artist.  
 
The dedication ceremony will be streamed live beginning at 11:00am ET. 
 
Four different stamps feature dark blue silhouettes of one of four female athletes: a runner, a swimmer, a 
gymnast, and a soccer player. Yellow laurel branches, symbolic of victory, rest in their hair and on the 
swimmer’s cap. The four Forever stamps are in a pane of 20. The art director was Derry Noyes.  
 
 
  

mailto:sue.brennan@usps.gov
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/
https://www.facebook.com/USPS
https://www.facebook.com/USPS
https://mediasite.ed.gov/webcast/Play/6139930d0d8a4969a21978e0b106d2a91d
http://usps.com/news
https://twitter.com/USPS
http://www.linkedin.com/company/usps
http://youtube.com/usps
http://instagram.com/uspostalservice
http://uspsblog.com/


 2 

Postal Products  
 
These stamps and related philatelic products, including stamp pins, framed art pieces and ceremony 
mementos, may be purchased through the Postal Store. Information on ordering first-day-of-issue 
postmarks and covers can be found at usps.com/shopstamps.  
 
Background on Title IX 
 
Adopted as part of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title IX is a civil rights law prohibiting 
discrimination based on sex in any educational program or activity receiving federal financial assistance. 
In the 50 years since its passage, Title IX has been applied widely at elementary, secondary and post-
secondary institutions. The law covers a wide range of programs and resources. Most visibly, Title IX has 
created pathways for enriching women’s athletics programs, allowing for a wider range of competitive 
sports offerings, more robust physical education regimens and equal spaces to play. Additionally, Title IX 
prohibits sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence and stalking on school 
campuses or within school programs or activities. Fifty years later, Title IX is still evolving. The law has 
affected generations of young people in the United States, and the work to provide protections for even 
more in the future continues. 

The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of 
postage, products and services to fund its operations. 
 

# # # 
 

Please Note: For U.S. Postal Service media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and 
photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe 
to the USPS YouTube channel, like us on Facebook and enjoy our Postal Posts blog. For more 
information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 
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