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Red Fox to Come to Your Mailbox 
Intelligent and highly adaptable canid featured on new 40-cent stamp 

 
Fox, AR — Today, the U.S. Postal Service released a 40-cent stamp featuring the red fox, a common 
sight in most of the continental United States. The stamp was issued in Fox, AR, without a dedication 
ceremony.  
 
Sold in panes of 20 and in self-adhesive coils of 3,000 and 10,000, the Red Fox stamp is intended for use 
by bulk mailers for items such as circulars, newsletters and catalogs. It can also be used by customers 
who enjoy using a variety of stamps on their envelopes and packages. 
 
This new stamp features a pencil-and-watercolor illustration of a red fox. The handsome face of this wild 
canid is from preexisting artwork by Dugald Stermer (1936–2011). Stermer masterfully captured the fox’s 
softness, striking coloration and gaze toward the viewer. His calligraphic labels in the stamp’s white 
background, under the animal’s face and between its alert ears, provide the common and scientific 
names, respectively: “RED FOX,” in widely spaced capitals, and “Vulpes vulpes.” In tan, centered below 
the artwork, the stamp reads “40c USA,” in a sans-serif typeface. Art director Ethel Kessler designed the 
stamp. 
 
The range of the red fox covers almost all of the United States, including Alaska. This wild canid is absent 
only from Hawaii and parts of the Southwest. Highly adaptable, foxes are found not only in woodlands 
and open country but also in suburbs and cities, where they have learned to scavenge for a wide variety 
of food. Fox species can be found over much of the Earth, and the red fox is the widest ranging. 
Although the red fox can also be colored gray or white, it is named for its most common rusty coloration. 
This pigmentation typically includes darker forelegs and white fur both on the animal’s underside and on 
the tip of its bushy tail. In chilly weather, the tail, or brush, serves as a comforter when the fox curls up to 
sleep. Foxes often rest during the day and hunt at night. 
 
Red foxes are versatile omnivores. They favor rabbits and other rodents and also partake of birds, fish, 
insects and invertebrates, as well as nuts, roots, berries and more.  
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Postal Products  
Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at 
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, or at Post Office locations nationwide.  
 
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of 
postage, products and services to fund its operations. 
 

# # # 
 
The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing 
and to serve every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and 
packages to more than 163 million addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan 
Board of Governors, the Postal Service is implementing a 10-year transformation plan, Delivering for 
America, to modernize the postal network, restore long-term financial sustainability, dramatically improve 
service across all mail and shipping categories, and maintain the organization as one of America’s most 
valued and trusted brands. 
 
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of 
postage, products and services to fund its operations. 
 
For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS 
Newsroom. Follow us on Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube 
channel, like us on Facebook and enjoy our Postal Posts blog. For more information about the Postal 
Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 
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