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U.S. Postal Service to Issue Toni Morrison Forever Stamp 

What: The U.S. Postal Service will honor author Toni Morrison with a Forever stamp. 
Known for such books as “The Bluest Eye,” “Song of Solomon” and “Beloved,” 
Morrison was the rare author who achieved both bestseller status and critical 
success.   
 
The stamp features a photo of Morrison taken in 2000. 
 
The first-day-of-issue event for the Toni Morrison Forever stamp is free and 
open to the public. News of the stamp is being shared with the hashtag 
#ToniMorrisonStamp. 

Who: Pritha Mehra, USPS chief information officer and executive vice president 

When: Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at 11 a.m. EST 

Where: 
 
 
 
RSVP: 

Princeton University  
Richardson Auditorium in Alexander Hall 
68 Nassau St. 
Princeton, NJ 08544 
 
For additional information about the ceremony location and parking on 
campus, dedication ceremony attendees are encouraged to RSVP at:  
usps.com/tonimorrison  

Background:  Eager to write the sort of novels she had always wanted to find on 
bookshelves, Toni Morrison (1931-2019) explored the diverse voices and 
multifaceted experiences of African Americans.  
 
Morrison published her first novel, “The Bluest Eye,” in 1970. An important 
inquiry into the life of an 11-year-old African American girl struggling with the 
internalization of negative racial stereotypes, the book remains a canonical 
novel about society’s neglect and mistreatment of African American girls.  
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Morrison did not shy away from difficult subjects. Her 1977 national bestseller, 
“Song of Solomon,” examined the many ways that the African American 
search for identity, both individually and collectively, is complicated by the 
legacy of slavery. In 1987, Morrison won the Pulitzer Prize for “Beloved,” a 
harrowing rumination on trauma and the lingering, even haunting nature of the 
past. “Beloved” firmly secured Morrison’s reputation as a great American 
writer and made her the rare author to achieve both bestseller status and 
critical success.  
 
In 1989, Morrison became the Robert F. Goheen Professor in the Humanities 
at Princeton University. In 1993, she was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Literature, becoming the first African American woman to receive the 
distinction.  
 
In later novels, Morrison further explored wide-ranging questions about the 
effects of social change on families and communities, skin-color prejudice 
among African Americans, and the lingering impact of violence and abuse. As 
she continued to experiment with language and push the possibilities of 
narrative, she never wavered from her purpose: bringing attention to important 
stories that had too long gone untold.  
 
Art director Ethel Kessler designed this stamp with a photograph by Deborah 
Feingold.  
 
The Toni Morrison stamp is being issued as a Forever stamp. It will always be 
equal in value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce price.  
 

Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at 
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by mail through USA Philatelic or at Post Office 
locations nationwide.  
 

# # # 
 

The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to serve every 
American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to more than 163 million 
addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal Service is implementing a 
10-year transformation plan, Delivering for America, to modernize the postal network, restore long-term financial sustainability, 
dramatically improve service across all mail and shipping categories, and maintain the organization as one of America’s most 
valued and trusted brands. 
 
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and 
services to fund its operations. 
 
For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on 
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube channel, like us on Facebook and enjoy our Postal 
Posts blog. For more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 
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