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USPS Warns the Public About Surge In Use of Counterfeit Postage 

Postal Service Files Federal Register Notice to Address Issue 
 
WASHINGTON — In recent years, a surge in the use of counterfeit postage has been found in the mail 
stream. The intentional use, or sale, of counterfeit postage is a crime because it seeks to obtain services 
without payment. This activity reflects an intentional effort to defraud the Postal Service of the funds it needs 
to provide services to the public.  
 
In response to this problem, the Postal Service is filing a federal register notice about changes to the Mailing 
Standards of the United States Postal Service, Domestic Mail Manual (DMM®), that will allow the Postal 
Service to treat items found in the mail stream bearing counterfeit postage as abandoned. “As the most 
trusted government agency in the nation, we will continue to work together with other law enforcement and 
government agencies to protect the sanctity of the mail,” said Chief Postal Inspector Gary Barksdale. 
 
The Postal Service’s proposed changes will provide the public notice of the handling of items bearing 
counterfeit postage. Under the revision to DMM 604.8.4, articles found in the mails with counterfeit postage 
will be considered abandoned and may be opened and disposed of at the Postal Service’s discretion. The 
mission of the Postal Service and the Postal Inspection Service is to ensure the safety, security, and 
integrity of the U.S. Mail. The implementation of these new regulations will continue to support and enhance 
this mission.  
 
Counterfeit postage is any marking or indicia that has been made, printed, or otherwise created without 
authorization from the Postal Service that is printed or applied, or otherwise affixed, on an article placed in 
the mails that indicates or represents that valid postage has been paid to mail the article. Consumers 
purchasing online items may be surprised to find out that the vendor mailed their goods using counterfeit 
postage. Under the new regulations, such items will be considered abandoned and disposed of at the Postal 
Service’s discretion. When this occurs, consumers will have to seek recourse from the vendor.  
  
Public comments can be mailed or delivered on or before March 15, 2023, to: Manager, Product 
Classification, U.S. Postal Service, 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 4446, Washington, DC 20260-5015. If 
sending comments by email, include the name and address of the commenter and send to 
PCFederalRegister@usps.gov, with a subject line of “Counterfeit Postage.” Faxed comments are not 
accepted. All submitted comments and attachments are part of the public record and subject to disclosure. 
Do not enclose any material in your comments that you consider to be confidential or inappropriate for public 
disclosure. 

# # # 
 

Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to serve 
every American community through the affordable, reliable, and secure delivery of mail and packages to nearly 165 million addresses 
six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal Service is implementing a 10-year 
transformation plan, Delivering for America, to modernize the postal network, restore long-term financial sustainability, dramatically 
improve service across all mail and shipping categories, and maintain the organization as one of America’s most valued and trusted 
brands. 
  
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products, and services to 
fund its operations. 
  
For USPS media resources, including broadcast quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on 
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel and like us on Facebook. For more information 
about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 
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