UNITED STATES
F POSTAL SERVICE # P 05 TAL ”E Ws
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Melissa Chavez
Jan. 22, 2024 melissa.chavez@usps.qov

usps.com/news
SOYORAO?P

K
2 ke .

» Ri//afs of Crea t/;op

USPS Reaches for Final Frontier With New Priority Mail Stamps
Awe-Inspiring Images From James Webb Space Telescope Are Showcased

GREENBELT, MD — The U.S. Postal Service today celebrates NASA’s continued exploration of deep
space by issuing two new stamps featuring stunning images captured by the James Webb Space
Telescope. A $9.85 Pillars of Creation Priority Mail stamp is being released along with a $30.45 Cosmic
Cliffs Priority Mail Express stamp.

Pillars of Creation

Launched by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration on Dec. 25, 2021, the James Webb
Space Telescope is the largest and most sensitive telescope ever deployed in space. Revealing the
cosmos in vivid, infrared detail, it is designed to provide scientists with breathtaking images and new data.

The Priority Mail stamp features the Pillars of Creation, a trillions-of-miles-tall formation that lies 6,500
light-years away from Earth within the vast Eagle Nebula. Flush with gas and dust, the Pillars enshroud
stars that are forming over many millennia. The Webb Telescope snapped this eerie image in 2022,
revealing a new view of a vast stellar landscape.

Red areas toward the end of the Pillars show burgeoning stars ejecting raw materials as they form, while
the relatively small red orbs scattered throughout the image show newly born stars. Some of that same
material may coalesce into new planets.

Cosmic Cliffs

The Cosmic Cliffs of the Carina Nebula are a stellar nursery — a birthplace of new stars and planets.
Captured in stunning detail by the Webb Telescope, the vivid image on the Priority Mail Express stamp
reveals an area of powerful energy and activity within our own Milky Way galaxy.

Within the enormous swirl of the Cosmic Cliffs, radiation and solar winds emitted by newly formed stars
blow gases and dust into a frenzy of creation and destruction. These particles are the active building
blocks of new stars and planets.
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Red and yellow flares scattered throughout the image show developing and newly born stars, while the
orange and brown clouds in the lower third of the image are swirls of dust and gas. Additional stars in the
Milky Way, as well as distant galaxies, appear in the blue and black regions above and beyond the
nebula.

Both stamps are sold in panes of four.
Postal Products
Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at

usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, or at Post Office locations nationwide. For officially
licensed stamp products, shop the USPS Officially Licensed Collection on Amazon.
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Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to serve
every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to 167 million addresses six
and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal Service is implementing a 10-year
transformation plan, Delivering for America, to modernize the postal network, restore long-term financial sustainability, dramatically
improve service across all mail and shipping categories, and maintain the organization as one of America’s most valued and trusted
brands.

The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and services
to fund its operations.

For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel and like us on Facebook. For more information
about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com.
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