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Postal Service Issues New U.S. Flag Stamps

KEYSTONE, SD — Today, the Postal Service continued its tradition of celebrating the red, white and blue
with the issuance of U.S. Flags, four new stamps that spotlight our national banner.

The four stamps depict Old Glory flying at different times of the day. While the shapes and colors of the
clouds change, the sun is always shining on the flag. The flags, shown from a low-angle perspective,
draw attention upward, toward the magic of the changing sky.

The flag’s design dates to June 14, 1777, when the Continental Congress specified 13 horizontal stripes
and 13 stars to honor the original Colonies. The 13 stripes have appeared on every version of the flag
except from 1795 -1818, when there were 15 stripes for the 15 states in the Union.

The Flag Act of 1818 standardized the number of stripes at 13 and stipulated that a star would be added
for each new state. In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation establishing June 14 as
Flag Day, which was officially designated by Congress in 1939.

Since the first flag, there have been 27 versions as more states have entered the Union. The current flag
was created when Hawaii was added as the 50th state in 1959, with the 50-star flag debuting on July 4,
1960. The current design is the longest used in the nation’s history.

The U.S. Flags stamps are Forever stamps and will always be equal in value to the current First-Class
Mail 1-ounce price.

They are available in booklets and panes of 20, and coils of 100, 3,000 and 10,000.

Ethel Kessler, an art director for USPS, designed the stamps with illustrations by Laura Stutzman.
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Postal Products

Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by mail through USA Philatelic or at Post Office
locations nationwide. For officially licensed stamp products, shop the USPS Officially Licensed Collection
on Amazon.
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Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to
serve every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to 167 million
addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal Service is implementing a
10-year transformation plan, Delivering for America, to modernize the postal network, restore long-term financial sustainability,
dramatically improve service across all mail and shipping categories, and maintain the organization as one of America’s most
valued and trusted brands.

The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and
services to fund its operations.

For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel and like us on Facebook. For more
information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com.
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