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12 COLONIES
UNITE IN
PROTEST

“We ask
but for
Peace,

Liberty
and
Safety.”

FIRST
CONTINENTAL
CONGRESS, 1774
FOREVER / USA

Peace, Liberty and Postage Stamps

Sept. 5, 1774, marked a turning point in the lead-up to the American
Revolution as the First Continental Congress convened at Carpenters’ Hall in
Philadelphia. In honor of the 250th anniversary of the compact, the U.S. Postal
Service will release First Continental Congress, 1774, a Forever stamp
commemorating the gathering and its place in our nation’s history.

The first-day-of-issue event for the First Continental Congress, 1774, stamp is
free and open to the public. News of the stamp is being shared with the
hashtag #FirstContinentalCongressStamp.

The Honorable Roman Martinez IV, chairman, U.S. Postal Service Board of
Governors

Michael Norris, executive director, Carpenters’ Hall

Thursday, Sept. 5, at 11 am. ET

Carpenters' Hall
320 Chestnut St.

Philadelphia, PA 19106

Attendees are encouraged to register at: usps.com/firstcontinentalcongress.

The formation of the First Continental Congress was one of the first indications
that a new government — and ultimately, a new nation — was emerging.
Participation in the compact by the Colonies laid the groundwork for what
would become democracy as we know it.
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The new Forever stamp will honor the 56 delegates from 12 Colonies who
joined together to advocate for equality, eventually earning our nation’s
independence.

The stamp art, evocative of the U.S. flag, is dominated by a vertical blue band
bordered on either side by white stripes. Text at the top of the band reads: “12
COLONIES UNITE IN PROTEST.” The center features the congress’s plea to
King George IlI: “We ask but for Peace, Liberty and Safety.” The title of the
stamp — “FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, 1774 — appears at the
bottom. A red stripe with 12 white stars representing the number of Colonies
that participated in the Congress delineates the left side.

Antonio Alcala served as art director, designer and typographer for this stamp.

The First Continental Congress, 1774, stamp will be issued in panes of 20. As
Forever stamps, they will always be equal in value to the current First-Class
Mail one-ounce price.

Postal Products

Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by mail through USA Philatelic or at Post Office
locations nationwide. For officially licensed stamp products, shop the USPS Officially Licensed
Collection on Amazon. Additional information on stamps, First Day of Issue Ceremonies and stamp

inspired products can be found at StampsForever.com.
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Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to
serve every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to 167 million
addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal Service is implementing a
10-year transformation plan, Delivering for America, to modernize the postal network, restore long-term financial sustainability,
dramatically improve service across all mail and shipping categories, and maintain the organization as one of America’s most
valued and trusted brands.

The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and
services to fund its operations.

For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on
X, formerly known as Twitter; Instagram; Pinterest, Threads and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel and like us
on Facebook. For more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com.
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