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USPS Unveils Latest Lunar New Year Stamp  

2025 is the Year of the Snake 
 

BOSTON — Today, the U.S. Postal Service unveiled the Lunar New Year: Year of the Snake stamp in 
the historic Boch Center Wang Theatre in Boston. The Postal Service printed 21 million stamps that are 
now on sale at Post Offices and usps.com. 
 
Share the news on social media using the hashtags #LunarNewYearSnake and #LunarNewYearStamp. 
 
“Our Lunar New Year stamp series is extremely popular and we are very proud of how it highlights and 
celebrates America’s great diversity, said Luke Grossmann, chief financial officer and executive vice 
president, U.S. Postal Service, who dedicated the stamp. “As you use these vibrant stamps to mail your 
letters and packages, it is our wish that the “Year of the Snake” brings each of you good health, great joy 
and much prosperity.”  
 
Other participants at the ceremony were Tiffany Chu, chief of staff, Office of Boston Mayor Wu; Terri 
Mock, Board of Directors, BCNC; Isabel Kim, chief financial officer, the Asian American Foundation 
(TAAF); singer Juliet Brownell-Lee; and the Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy Performance 
Troupe. 
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Lunar New Year Stamp Background 
 
The Lunar New Year holiday is a celebration of new beginnings that falls on the second new moon of the 
Chinese lunar calendar following the winter solstice. On Jan. 29, millions around the world will hold 
parades and host parties, decorate with red and gold lanterns, set off firecrackers to ward off evil spirits, 
and invite family and friends to share traditional foods to welcome the new year. This date also marks the 
beginning of the Year of the Snake, the sixth animal on the Chinese zodiac. The Year of the Snake ends 
Feb. 16, 2026. 
 
The holiday — and the weeks of celebration that surround it — mark the beginning of the traditional 
planting season in Southeast Asia, but modern Lunar New Year festivities take place all over the world for 
people of Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, Indonesian, Mongolian, Malaysian and Singaporean heritage, 
among others. Known as Tet in Vietnam, Seollal in Korea, and the Spring Festival in China and 
elsewhere, Lunar New Year historically marks the arrival of spring. Representing hope and promise, the 
colors red and gold appear everywhere during this auspicious time of year.  
 
Each year in the Chinese lunar calendar is associated with one of 12 animals in the Chinese Zodiac, each 
with its own characteristic traits. Those born in the Year of the Snake are said to be quiet, wise and deep-
thinking, making them proficient musicians, philosophers, writers and teachers. 
 
The Stamp Design 
 
Antonio Alcalá, an art director for USPS, worked on the Lunar New Year series of stamps with artist 
Camille Chew to create imagery that is fresh, fun and celebratory. Calling to mind the elaborately 
decorated masks used in the dragon or lion dances often performed during Lunar New Year parades, 
Chew’s three-dimensional pieces are a contemporary take on the long tradition of paper-cut folk-art crafts 
created during this auspicious time of year. 
 
Using greens and blues as the predominant colors, the snake mask incorporates elements of symbolic 
meaning. Blue accents represent the wood element in Chinese culture, a choice befitting the Year of the 
Snake. Paper flowers for spring are adorned with gold leaves and orange blooms. Decorative purple 
baubles on blue strings hang from the mask. 
 
Chew constructed the three-dimensional snake mask out of hand-printed paper, then cut, scored and 
folded it into shape. She then embellished the mask with acrylic paint and other paper elements, such as 
flowers and tassels, and covered the back of the mask in a layer of papier-mâché. Sally Andersen-Bruce 
then photographed the mask on a white background for this series. 
 
Illustrations of the 12 zodiac animals, done in the artist’s unique style and finished in gold and orange foil, 
form vertical lines on the left and right sides of the pane of 20 stamps. In capital letters along the top, 
“LUNAR NEW YEAR” is printed in blue, followed by “YEAR OF THE SNAKE” in orange. 
 
The Lunar New Year stamps are issued in panes of 20. As Forever stamps, they will always be equal in 
value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce price.  
 
Postal Products  
 
Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at 
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by mail through USA Philatelic or at Post Office 
locations nationwide. For officially licensed stamp products, shop the USPS Officially Licensed Collection 
on Amazon. Additional information on stamps, dedication ceremonies and stamp-inspired products can 
be found at StampsForever.com. 
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Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to 
serve every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to 169 million 
addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal Service is implementing a 
10-year transformation plan, Delivering for America, to modernize the postal network, restore long-term financial sustainability, 
dramatically improve service across all mail and shipping categories, and maintain the organization as one of America’s most 
valued and trusted brands. 
 
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and 
services to fund its operations. 
  
For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on 
X, formerly known as Twitter; Instagram; Pinterest; Threads; and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel and like us 
on Facebook. For more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 
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