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Love Takes Wing on New Stamp

SARASOTA, FL — The U.S. Postal Service today announced the release of its 2026 Love stamps, four
charming scenes of stylized birds inhabiting a colorful world where hearts appear — like love itself — in
sweet and surprising ways.

Stamp artist James Yang drew inspiration from midcentury American design and Japanese children’s
book illustrations. The illustrator began with pencil sketches on tracing paper, later scanning and refining
them digitally. He said that birds proved to be a versatile and visually interesting metaphor for couples,
allowing him to explore themes of affection in playful ways.

“I am a big fan of midcentury design and love the rendering of birds by Charles and Ray Eames and by
children’s book artists of the era,” Yang said. “At the time the stamp art was created, | was also working
on the children’s book ‘Bus! Stop!,” which features two birds throughout the storyline.”

The four stamp scenes include a bird duo inspecting leafy branches adorned with small white hearts; a
blue bird presenting a heart-shaped flower to a red bird; two white birds resting in a nest beneath a heart-
shaped moon; and a pair of birds exploring a flurry of orange and yellow hearts falling like petals.

Ethel Kessler, an art director for USPS, designed the stamps using Yang’s images.

The 2026 Love stamps are Forever stamps and will always be equal in value to the current First-Class
Mail 1-ounce price.
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News of the stamp is being shared with the hashtag #LoveStamps.
Postal Products

Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through the Postal Store at
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by mail through USA Philatelic or at Post Office
locations nationwide. For officially licensed stamp products, shop the USPS Officially Licensed Collection
on Amazon. Additional information on stamps, first-day-of-issue ceremonies and stamp-inspired products
can be found at stampsforever.com.
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Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-
financing and to serve every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and
- packages to more than 170 million addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of
Governors, the Postal Service is celebrating its 250th year of service to customers amidst a network modernization
Ters plan aimed at restoring long-term financial sustainability, improving service, and maintaining the organization as one
250 of America’s most valued and trusted brands.

The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and
services to fund its operations.

For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on
X, formerly known as Twitter; Instagram; Pinterest; Threads; and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel and like us
on Facebook. For more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com.
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