
 
 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 25, 2026  
 

 
Contact: Marti Johnson 

martha.s.johnson@usps.gov 
usps.com/news 

 

U.S. Postal Service Announces  
Transportation-Related, Time-Limited Price Change  

 
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Postal Service filed notice today with the Postal Regulatory Commission 
(PRC) regarding a time-limited price change to better align its costs of transportation with the market. This 
temporary price adjustment will provide needed flexibility for the Postal Service by helping to ensure that 
the actual costs of doing business are covered, as required by Congress.  
 
While this price increase is a time-limited adjustment, it will provide a necessary bridge to a permanent 
mechanism to reflect market conditions in prices for competitive products that can support the Postal 
Service’s ability to achieve the universal service obligation in a more financially sustainable manner going 
forward. 
 
The planned price change, which was approved by the Governors of the Postal Service on March 24, is 
an 8 percent increase that would affect base postage prices on the following retail and commercial 
domestic competitive products: Priority Mail Express, Priority Mail, USPS Ground Advantage, and Parcel 
Select. No other products or services would be affected, including First-Class Stamps. Pending favorable 
review by the PRC, the price change would go into effect at midnight Central Time on April 26 and would 
remain in place until midnight Central Time on Jan. 17, 2027. At that time, the Postal Service can 
determine if a different long-term approach is needed.  
 
Transportation costs have been increasing, and our competitors have reacted with a number of 
surcharges. We have steadfastly avoided surcharges and this charge is less than one-third of what our 
competitors charge for fuel alone, so even with this change, the Postal Service continues to offer great 
value in shipping with some of the lowest rates in the industrialized world.  
 
The time-limited price change is consistent with industry practices and will support the Postal Service’s 
ability to continue achieving its public service mission — providing a nationwide, integrated network for 
the delivery of mail and packages at least six days a week — in a cost-effective and financially 
sustainable manner over the long term, just as the U.S. Congress has intended.   
 
The PRC will review the proposed price change before it is scheduled to take effect on April 26.  
Complete USPS price filings, with prices for all products, can be found on the PRC website’s Daily 
Listings section at prc.arkcase.com/portal/filings. Price tables are also available on the Postal Explorer 
website at pe.usps.com/PriceChange/Index. 
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Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing 
and to serve every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to more 
than 170 million addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal 
Service is celebrating its 250th year of service to customers amidst a network modernization plan aimed at restoring long-
term financial sustainability, improving service, and maintaining the organization as one of America’s most valued and 
trusted brands. 

  
The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and services 
to fund its operations. 
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For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on X, 
formerly known as Twitter; Facebook; Instagram; Pinterest; Threads and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel. For 
more information about the Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com. 

 
 
 

https://about.usps.com/newsroom/
https://x.com/usps
https://www.facebook.com/USPS/
https://www.instagram.com/uspostalservice/
https://www.pinterest.com/uspsstamps/
https://www.threads.net/@uspostalservice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usps/
https://www.youtube.com/user/uspstv/custom
https://www.usps.com/
https://facts.usps.com/

