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U.S. Postal Service Continues Its Tradition of Celebrating Kwanzaa

What: USPS will issue its 11th stamp celebrating Kwanzaa, the pan-African holiday
observed by millions of Americans each year from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1.

The first-day-of-issue event is free and open to the public. News of the stamp is
being shared with the hashtag #KwanzaaStamp.

When: Wednesday, Sept. 23, at 12 p.m. ET

Where: Association for the Study of African American Life and History
111th annual conference
Norfolk Waterside Marriott Hotel
235 E. Main St.
Norfolk, VA 23510

RSVP: Attendees are encouraged to register at www.usps.com/kwanzaastamp.

Background: The pan-African holiday Kwanzaa, observed annually from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, brings
together family, community and culture. Created in the United States in 1966 and
drawing on a variety of African traditions, it was intended to help unify African
Americans from a wide array of religious and cultural backgrounds. The name
“Kwanzaa” is derived from the Swahili phrase meaning “first fruits.”

The 2026 Kwanzaa stamp — the 11th since 1997 in an ongoing series — brings a
fresh approach. While many of the stamps have portrayed family, this is the first
one to feature a father and daughter. In addition, the color scheme — lime green,
pink and yellow — is an updated take on the customary black, red and green.
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On the traditional side, the stamp artwork incorporates two of the seven Kwanzaa
symbols: the gift (zawadi), held by the daughter, and the unity cup (kikombe cha
umoja), held by the father.

Antonio Alcala, an art director for USPS, designed the stamp with original artwork
by Cannaday Chapman.

The Kwanzaa stamp will be issued as a Forever stamp and will always be equal in
value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce price.

Postal Products

Customers may purchase stamps and other philatelic products through The Postal Store at
usps.com/shopstamps, by calling 844-737-7826, by mail through USA Philatelic, or at Post Office locations
nationwide. For officially licensed stamp products, shop the USPS Officially Licensed Collection on
Amazon. Additional information on stamps, first-day-of-issue ceremonies and stamp-inspired products can
be found at stampsforever.com.
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Please Note: The United States Postal Service is an independent federal establishment, mandated to be self-financing and to serve
every American community through the affordable, reliable and secure delivery of mail and packages to more than 170 million
addresses six and often seven days a week. Overseen by a bipartisan Board of Governors, the Postal Service is currently pursuing a
transformation plan aimed at restoring long-term financial sustainability, improving service, and maintaining the organization as one of
America’s most valued and trusted brands.

The Postal Service generally receives no tax dollars for operating expenses and relies on the sale of postage, products and services
to fund its operations.

For USPS media resources, including broadcast-quality video and audio and photo stills, visit the USPS Newsroom. Follow us on X,
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, Threads and LinkedIn. Subscribe to the USPS YouTube Channel. For more information about the
Postal Service, visit usps.com and facts.usps.com.
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